Genetics of stillbirth.
Approximately 25% of stillbirths have been attributed to genetic etiologies. The most common cytogenetic abnormalities are similar to those seen in liveborns and include 45X, trisomy 21, trisomy 18, and trisomy 13. Cytogenetic abnormalities are more common when fetal structural anomalies are identified. Mendelian and metabolic causes of stillbirth are less well understood although single gene disorders can result in stillbirth. With new cytogenetic and molecular technologies additional genetic causes of stillbirth are likely to be described and will provide additional information for appropriate genetic counseling.